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In an unprecedented verdict against political corruption, a
Special Court in Bangalore sentenced Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa to four years’ imprisonment with a fine of Rs 100
crore in the 18-year-old disproportionate assets case.

“BE you ever so high, the law is above you,” a Supreme
Court Bench comprising Justices S N  Variava and H K Sema
pronounced on November 18, 2003, criticising the exemption
from personal appearance granted to Jayalalithaa by a Special
Court in Chennai in “the disproportionate assets” case and
“London Hotels” case in which she was an accused.

These words proved to be prophetic on September 27, 2014,
when Special Judge John Michael D’Cunha of Bangalore found
the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister guilty of corruption in the
disproportionate assets case.

The prosecution case against her was that she had amassed
wealth worth Rs 66 crore, including immovable property,
business enterprises and cash, in her name and in the names of
three other accused - Sasikala Natarajan, V N Sudhakaran and J
Ilavarasi, when she was Chief Minister from 1991 to 1996. She,
of her own accord, drew a salary of only Re 1 for 27 months as
Chief Minister and did not draw any salary for the remaining 33
months of her office, the prosecution said.

Judge D’Cunha, who ruled that the prosecution had proved
its case, convicted and sentenced Jayalalithaa to four years’
simple imprisonment under Section 13(1)(e) read with Section
13(2) of the Prevention of Corruption Act (PCA), 1988, and
imposed a fine of Rs 100 crore on her. Her assets, already
attached by the court, will be adjusted against this fine amount.

As a consequence of her conviction, Jayalalithaa stood
disqualified as a member of the Tamil Nadu Assembly and ceased
to be the Chief Minister from the day of conviction. Under law,
she is barred from contesting elections for the next 10 years.

The Puratchi Thalaivi, as her supporters call her, is lodged
in a VVIP Cell No.23 with prisoner No. 7402. The verdict should
be an eye opener for all the politicians of across the length and
breadth of the country, because most of them are corrupt and
resort to every kind of irregularity for selfish ends. 

EDITOR’S DESK
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It appears the sale of adulteratedmilk is on the rise in the
Telangana capital with the

officials concerned embroiled in
corruption putting the lives of
thousands of people, particularly
those of young children at risk.

Frequent raids by the city police
task force teams and arrest by them
of gangs involved in preparation and
sale of adulterated milk indicate the
steady rise in the illegal business
which is hazardous for the
consumers.

It may be recalled the north zone
task force team along with the
officials of Commissioner fo Food
Safety and Drug Control Department
of the GHMC recently arrested one
Chittaboina DamodharYadav of
Bholakpur, who had been into
adulteration of milk.

Investigations revealed that he
had been mixing skimmed milk
powder, water and Hydrogen
peroxide to buffalo milk besides
selling banned drug Oxytocin
injection vials to various milk
vendors

The officials seized huge quantity
of hydrogen peroxide, premium
spray dried powder, Oxytocin
injection vials and adulterated milk
during the raid.

The officials said that Oxytocin
vials are used for injecting into
buffaloes/cattle to boost milk
production and for use in farms to

increase the size of vegetables and
fruits, which is illegal. The traces of
Oxytocin are carried to human
beings on consumption and it will
create hormonal imbalance in kids
and hamper the growth and harms
healthy organs.

On the other hand, Hydrogen
Peroxide gives thick lather and foam
to the milk. It acts as a detergent and
is used to clean cow sheds. The
detergent in milk can cause food
poisoning and other gastrointestinal
complications. Its high alkaline level
can also damage body tissue and
destroy proteins, the officials said.

In this backdrop, it would be wise
for the consumers to be cautious
before purchasing milk. It is advised
by the officials that the cautious
consumers should lodge complaints
with the food safety wing of the
GHMC whenever they suspect
adulteration of milk.

Adulteration of
milk in the rise in city

POISONOUS MILK
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The investigation into the sex
racket involving actress
Shwetha Basu Prasad has

taken a new turn after the police
discovered that the suite in Park
Hyatt Hotel, where the actress was
caught, was booked by the
management of a film magazine.

The magazine titled ‘Santosham’,
which presents ‘Santosham Movie
Awards’ every year at a grand
function by inviting all the stars and
starlets of the Telugu film industry,
had booked the suite, police said in
their documents submitted to the
court.

Industry sources said the

management of the magazine
appears to have developed links with
the stars and starlets in the garb of the
annual awards and ‘convinced’ some

actresses to step into flesh trade since
they were desperately looking for
money for their survival. Shwetha
could be the tip of an iceberg, the
sources said.

Meanwhile, Shwetha is learnt to
have told the court that she was
falsely implicated in the case. I had
gone to the hotel following an
invitation by the organizers of
Santosham Annual Movie Awards.   

In this backdrop, investigators
suspect the involvement of some
bigwigs in the sex racket in which
actresses are used and abused in the
flesh trade. The investigators are
likely to grill the management of
Santosham magazine provided there
is no political pressure.

Magazine management
booked suite for Shwetha

PIMPS & COPS
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The historical city of
Hyderabad will host the 11th
Congress of METROPOLIS

from October 6 to 10 at HICC.
According to the concept paper

of the international event,
METROPOLIS focuses its
international engagement with cities
and metropolitan regions by
examining the cultural, economic,
social and political influence on the
growth and development of cities
around the world.

Since its inception in 1984,
METROPOLIS worked closely with
member cities and international
partners to further enforce the idea
of solidarity among cities as
fundamental to address the global
issues of cities in the 21st century,
the concept paper said. 

Hyderabad, host city of the 11th
World Congress of METROPOLIS,
presents the virtues of a democratic
city – A City for All. It’s rich culture,
tradition, social equity, economic
prosperity and demographic
dividend makes it a reference among
the future cities.

The host city, Hyderabad,
extends the ‘living city experiences’
to delegates and participants of the
World Congress and invites all city
stakeholders, mayors,  decision
makers, practitioners, from
leadership to academics to women &
youth groups to join the debate and
enrich the dialogue of ‘Cities for All’
for the benefit of all inhabitants of
the cities around the world.  

As METROPOLIS is about to
turn 30 , the 11th METROPOLIS
World Congress will be an
opportunity to hear from key elected

representatives who, over the past 30
years, have developed their
metropolises. 

It will also be the occasion to
listen to and interact with Urban
India´s prominent experts, decision
makers, mayors, and open new
avenues between cities and
metropolitan regions, says the
concept paper.

In addition to the renewal of the
statutory bodies, METROPOLIS
will also take advantage of this
urban agora to showcase the many
ongoing projects the network is
running:  the Initiatives programs,
the METROPOLIS International
Training Institute (MITI), the
Women network, the launch of its
new Youth Network and to establish
the main priorities of its new Action
Plan for the 2015-2017 period, the
concept paper said.  

Hyderabad
to host 11th
Congress of
METROPOLIS

CITIES FOR ALL
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An 18-year-old case of corruption came
haunting for the silver screen beauty
turned politician J Jayalalithaa when

a trial court in Bengaluru sentenced Puratchi
Thalaivi and three other co-accused to four
years in jail on September 27. The court also
imposed a hefty penalty of Rs 100 crore on
Jayalalithaa.
Consequently, she had to quit the Tamil

Nadu Chief Minster seat. Her staunch loyal, O
Paneerselvam has been appointed by the Puratchi

Thalaivi as the chief minister of the state.
The sentence will have long lasting results because

Jayalalithaa will now be barred from contesting the
elections for the next 10 years in view of last year’s
Supreme Court judgment in which the apex court
ruled that any law maker convicted for an offense
punishable for a period of two or more years, will
immediately be disqualified from the membership of
a legislative body and such candidate cannot contest
the elections for a period of six years from the date of
completion of the jail term.

The other three sentenced on Saturday include
Jayalalithaa’s close aides Sasikala Natarajan, Ilavarasi
and foster son Sudhakaran. They will have to pay Rs 10
crore each as fine. If any of the convicted persons fails
to pay the fine, he or she will have to serve an additional
year in jail.

The judgment was pronounced at a makeshift court
set up at Gandhi Bhavan near the Parappana Agrahara jail
in Southeast Bangalore.

John Michael D’Cunha, the special court judge, read
out the 1,300-page judgment, convicting Jayalalithaa
under Section 13 (1) (E) of Prevention of Corruption
Act, 1988. She was proved to have misused her office

Puratchi Thalaivi
sent to prison in
corruption case

COVER STORY
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and amassed crores of rupees that were disproportionate with her
known sources of income.

Soon after the sentence was pronounced, Jayalalithaa and others
were taken into judicial custody and sent to a state-run hospital for
medical check-up. As many as 60 members of the state Assembly
and 18 AIADMK members of Parliament came to Bangalore from
Chennai to show solidarity with Jayalalithaa.

Disturbances and street protests broke out in Bangalore, as well
as several towns and cities of Tamil Nadu, after the court’s decision.
The police took nearly 500 persons into custody from outside the
Bangalore court and extended the prohibitory orders to up to five
km from the special court premises till Saturday midnight.

The disproportionate-asset case dates back to 1996, when
Dravida Munnettra Kazhagam (DMK) General-Secretary K
Anbazhagan filed a complaint, claiming Jayalalithaa had amassed
Rs 66.65 crore of wealth that was disproportionate with her known
sources of income. In a raid carried out in 1997 in connection with
this case, 800 kg silver, 28 kg gold, 750 pairs of shoes, 10,500 saris,
91 watches and other items were seized from Jayalalithaa’s Chennai
residence.

Later, on a petition filed by Anbazhagan, who expressed his
doubt over conduct of a fair trial in Chennai with Jayalalithaa as
Tamil Nadu chief minister, the Supreme Court transferred the case
to a Bangalore special court in 2003.

Jayalalithaa, who has waged several legal battles and seen
several ups and downs in her political career, had to earlier quit as
chief minister immediately after taking oath in 2001. This was after
the Supreme Court declared her appointment null and void because
she had been sentenced to two years of rigorous imprisonment in a
corruption case.

1996
JUN 14: Subramanian Swamy files a
complaint against J Jayalalithaa
JUN 18: The then DMK government
registers FIR against Jayalalithaa for
having assets disproportionate with
her known source of income

1997
JUN 4: Chargesheet filed in the Rs
66.65-crore disproportionate-asset
case
OCT 21: Court frames charges
against Jayalalithaa, Sasikala,
Sudhakaran, and Ilavarasi

2003
FEB 28: DMK leader K Anbazhagan
asks Supreme Court to transfer trial
out of Chennai
NOV 18: Apex Court orders transfer
of trial to a special court in Bangalore,
observes ‘fair trial was not going’ in
Chennai

2010
JAN 22: Supreme Court clears way
for trial of DA case; trial begins

2011
MAY 16: AIADMK returns to power,
Jayalalithaa becomes CM again
OCT 20 & 21 AND NOV 22 & 23:
Jayalalithaa appears in special court

2012
OCT 29: John Michael Cunha
appointed as special judge

2014
AUG 28: Trial concludes; special
court says verdict will be pronounced
on Sep 20
SEP 15: Jayalalithaa seeks change of
location over security concerns
SEP 16: Special Court allows
Jayalalithaa’s plea, orders for shifting
of venue near Bangalore Central
prison; postpones verdict to
September 27
SEP 27: Jayalalithaa convicted in the
case; gets four years in jail

Timeline of the case
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It appears the LPG unit of the
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation
(HPCL) is mired in corruption and
irregularities.

Even as the Civil Supplies
Minister of Andhra Pradesh, Paritala
Sunitha, recently found irregularities
in refilling the domestic LPG
cylinders, another case of irregular
appointment of LPG dealer for
Nandikotkur town in Kurnool district
has come to light.

RTI activist Moullim Mohsin Bin
Hussain Al Kasary has lodged
separate complaints with the HPCL
authorities including its vigilance

officials, Union Petroleum Minister,
Central Bureau of Investigation and
also with the Chief Vigilance
Commission seeking a thorough
investigation into the alleged
irregular appointment of LPG dealer
for Nandikotkur town.

The RTI activist said in his
complaint that the Hindustan
Petroleum Corporation (HPCL) had
issued a notification dated
31/10/2007 for selection and
appointment of LPG dealers for
different locations in Nandikotkur.
Accordingly, several candidates
submitted their applications for
different locations.

The interviews for the selection

of LPG dealer were conducted on
21/02/2008. Three candidates - S
Natesh Kumar, K Venkateshwara
Reddy and Priyamvada Cherukuri
were shortlisted as first, second and
third candidates in the rank card
sheet. However, Rohit Garg, the
Senior Regional Manager of
Anantapur region, issued letter of
intent (LOI) to Priyamvada
Cherukuri, by-passing the first and
second rank candidates despite the
fact that she had furnished forged and
fabricated document vide document
no. 2961/2007, the complainant said.

It has emerged that Priyamvada’s
father Ashoka Ratnam Cherukuri, a
retired government servant and now

HPCL LPG dealership
for Nandikotkur

CORRUPTION, IRREGULARITIES GALORE IN APPOINTMENT

AP NEWS
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leader of Congress Party, has influenced the local
authorities for securing necessary clearances for the
construction of godown for storing the LPG cylinders on
a piece of land admeasuring 0.25 cents in Survey No. 687
of Nandikotkur town, which was grabbed by
Priyamvada, her father Ashoka Ratnam in
collusion with the local government
officials, the complainant said in his
complaint.

When the original owner of the land,
Dr K Ashalatha, aggrieved by the land
grabbing by Priyamvada and her father
Ashoka Ratnam, approached the police
and the authorities concerned, Ashoka
Ratnam, being an influential Congress
leader, got registered a case under the
provision of SC, ST Atrocities (Prevention) Act
against Dr Ashalatha and others to keep them at bay, the
RTI activist said in his complaint.

The facts related to the forgery and fabrication of
documents was brought to the notice of the Senior
Regional Manager Rohit Garg along with documentary

evidence. Yet, he is bent up on granting the LPG
dealership to Priyamvada, by-passing the first and second
rank candidates, under the influence of Ashoka Ratnam,
who had contested from Nandikotkur Assembly

Constituency on a Congress ticket during the
2014 general elections, the complainant said. 

The complainant also alleged in his
complaint that Ashoka Ratnam, besides
using his political influence, also
greased the palms of HPCL officials
including Rohit Garg, revenue and
the municipal officials for securing
LPG dealership for himself with his
daughter as his benami. Thus, Rohit
Garg resorted to misuse of office to

extend undue favour in return for
extraneous considerations and illegal

gratification, the complainant said.
The complainant said that the Union Ministry of

Petroleum has already initiated action by sending his
complaint to the senior authorities of HPCL for necessary
action.
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For two years, social activist
Sunitha Krishnan was
ostracised by everyone around

her. The reason: she was gangraped by
eight men at the age of 15 when she
started teaching poor children in a
nearby village.

But she never felt victimized.
Instead, she felt angry. That anger
never died. It helped her start a
revolution. The outcome is the anti-
trafficking organisation, Prajwala,
which has so far rescued more than
7,000 children across the country
from the clutches of brokers, pimps,
brothel owners and rapists.

Sunitha and another like-minded
social activist Bro. Jose Vetticatil
started Prajwala to offer alternative
livelihoods for the thousands of
women in prostitution when they were
uprooted and displaced after the oldest
red light areas of Hyderabad was
evacuated in 1966.

Since then, Sunitha and her team
have worked closely with the
government, law enforcement
authorities and civil societies to
prevent trafficking of women and
children. Every year, thousands of
young girls and children are sold off
by their families to brokers in
exchange for money or lured into
prostitution with the promise of a
respectable job.

With several departments devoted
to prevention of human trafficking
through the spread of education,
rescue operations, economic and
psychological rehabilitation, HIV
counseling and social reintegration,
members of Prajwala work tirelessly
to make the world a better place for
women and children.

“Human trafficking is one of the

biggest organised crime rackets across
the world. The war we are waging is
a long and difficult one,” says
Sunitha, who has also spoken for her
cause on platforms like TV show
Satyamev Jayate.

“I look at Prajwala as a laboratory,
where we demonstrate before the
world how it is possible to restore
dignity to the lives of these women
and children,” she adds.

Most of the women Sunitha
rescues are victims of sexually-
transmitted diseases, yet they are
fearless. They have no qualms about
working in a male-dominated field.
Many of these women have been
successfully trained to be carpenters,
welders, masons, security guards and

cab drivers. They are now masters of
their own life. And that is where
Prajwala’s achievement lies.

Now in her early 40s, Sunitha has
been assaulted by goons 14 times and
has even lost one of her staff to these
attacks. But her biggest challenge
continues to be posed by the common
people in society.

“People have become more
sensitised to these issues, they are
willing to help out but they’ll never
hire one of our rehabilitated girls as
domestic help or let them study with
their children,” Sunitha regrets.

Now she is trying to spread her
message even further through
documentaries and films. But no good
deed goes unpunished. “It has been
two years since my husband Rajesh
Touchriver and I have finished
working on a feature film titled Ente
(Malayalam for ‘mine’). While the
process of filmmaking was in itself
wrought with many difficulties, now
we are facing an even bigger
challenge. A film without superstars
cannot find a distributor, even if it has
won seven international and three
national awards,” she admits.

But that has never stopped her
from working for her ideals.

Courtesy: Daily Mail

The relentless woman
LIFE POSITIVE
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It appears actress Ileana D’Cruz is engaged in adeep research on sex these days if her comments
during her interview to ‘Women’s Health’

magazine are any indication.
The actress is learnt to have told the magazine

that sex not only keeps people healthy and fit but it
gives pleasure. Her statement is making ripples in
Telugu film industry because the actresses in
the southern circuit normally keep
themselves away from
such comments.

However,
Ileana’s comments
are viewed in a
different angle. It
has become a
gossip topic
because of
the fact
that the

pleasure
derived from sex can only be
experienced by taking part in it and
mere theory cannot make you give
such statements.
Gossipmongers wonder whether

Ileana has any such experience.
This is because the Goa girl
reportedly said a few months ago
that she used to discuss about sex
related things even with her father.
Ileana had said in the past that her
father didn't teach her anything
about acting but he explained to
her about different kinds of men.

Sex gives
pleasure:
Ileana

SEX & PLEASURE
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The Supreme Court has
cancelled 214 of the 218 coal
blocks allotted between 1993

and 2011 by different governments.
Of these, 190 allocations were done
during the UPA administration
between 2004 and 2011.

The four blocks that have been
spared are run by central firms, two
of them allotted to ultra-mega power
projects and two to state utilities.
Shares of metal companies like
Jindal Steel, Tata Steel, Usha Martin
and Hindalco fell in the stock
market soon after the court order.

In August, the apex court had
had declared these blocks illegal.
Allegations about illegal coal block
allotments first surfaced after the
CAG in 2012 said that the
government gave away $33 billion
in windfall gains to companies by
under pricing the allocations.

The apex court also asked state-
owned Coal India Limited to take
over the operational blocks in six

months. The allottees have been
given a breathing space of six
months to wind up, and the
government has been allowed to
auction these blocks again after
March 31, 2015.

In August, while declaring the
block allocation illegal, the court
had remarked that they were done
by an ad-hoc and casual approach
without application of mind and
without looking into aspects of
common good and public interest.
The allocations lacked transparent
procedure resulting in unfair
distribution of national wealth – coal
– which is king and paramount Lord
of industry, the court had observed.

The disputed coal block
allocations to private companies
were made on recommendations by
a screening committee set up in
1992 to evaluate the merit of
applications from such power
generating companies to run captive
coal mines. The government
companies were allocated coal
blocks by the coal ministry through
the government dispensation quota. 

SC CanCelS 
214 Coal bloCkS
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We have heard of people
visiting temples, Babas
and godmen when they

are in some trouble. But here is a
godman, who thinks it right to invite
people, tat too only beautiful and
sultry actresses to his ashram on the
pretext of giving them some solace.

The godman uses his follower
and former actress Ranjitha, to invite
two actresses to his ashram.
Interestingly, it is the same Ranjitha,
who was allegedly caught in a
compromising position with the
godman.

Yes, the godaman we are talking
is none other than Nityananda. He
has sent an invitation to Nayanatara
through Ranjitha. It is said the
godman reportedly conveyed to the
starlet that she was suffering a lot
since some people close to her
moved away from her and she can

find solace in his ashram.
Similarly, Nityananda has sent an

invitation to the tall and sultry
Bollywood actress Swetha Tiwari.
However, both the actresses have
reportedly refused the invitation.

Now, gossipmongers are busy
guessing as to why Nityananda

invited the two sexy actresses to his
ashram. May be the godman has lost
interest in Ranjitha after she became
a sanyasini, they believe.

However, the godman made one
thing crystal clear by sending the
invitation. That he is always on a
lookout for a prey. 

Nityananda
wants
Nayanatara,
Swetha
Tiwari in
his ashram

SEX & BABA
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It appears film maker Ram GopalVarma loves controversies
because they give instant fame

and sometimes success. And Varma
knows it very well too.

This thought made him stoop
down to an extent where he has
decided to make a film depicting his
most disrespectful behaviour towards
his teachers.

In our society, teachers are given
the highest place and considered god
– Gurur Brahma, Gurur Vishnu,
Gurur Devo Maheswara. However,
according to Varma, he was made
about the English teacher of his
school days.

And this immoral thought made
him believe that everyone will have
similar experience in their lives and
Varma wants to make a movie on
these lines. What is more disgusting
is that Varma named the movie after
‘Savithri’, who according to Hindu
scriptures is the most virtuous

woman, who prevented Yama (God
of death) from taking away life of her
husband.

Varma released a controversial
poster on his next project ‘Savitri’
and also launched a contest. He
asked people to share the (immoral)
thoughts towards their teachers of
school days on the website named
‘naasaavitri.com’ so that the same
could be incorporated in his next

movie.
Meanwhile, Andhra Pradesh

State Commission for Protection of
Child Rights reacted with anger and
registered a case suo-motu on the
controversial wall poster released by
Varma.

By kicking up the controversy,
Varma managed to get a lot of
publicity for his next project even
before it has been made, sources said.

Varma’s movie
poster evokes
controversy

SEX & VARMA
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Electronic and electrical companies
in India – both national and
multinational – are violating e-waste
management norms while regulatory
authorities look the other way, says a
report by Toxics Link, an
environmental research and
advocacy group based in New Delhi.

The report says, India currently

produces 2.7 million tons of e-waste
every year but there are a handful of
42 e-waste collection units and 55
recycling units registered in the
entire country. A chunk of the e-
waste generated is managed by the
informal sector, which has been
operating illegally, putting humans
and environment at great risk.

In this backdrop, the Ministry of
Environment and Forests,

Government of India, notified the E-
waste (Management and Handling)
Rules in 2011 and enforced a year
later in May 2012. A year’s time
between notification and
enforcement of the rules was meant
for companies and regulators to
implement the rules and set up an
infrastructure for e-waste
management.

The report titled ‘Time to

e-Waste Management: Companies
flout norms while regulators look away

SOCIAL ENEMIES
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Reboot’ now looks at the status of the
implementation of E-waste Rules as
revealed by information gathered
over the period 2012–2013. “We
wanted to check how the two
important agencies – the electronic
companies and the State Pollution
Control Boards / Committees – are
faring in implementing the rules and
how successful they have been in
managing e-waste,” says Priti

Mahesh, key researcher of the report
and senior programme coordinator at
Toxics Link.

The report looked at 50 leading
companies shortlisted from across
the telecom, information technology
and consumer goods sectors.

Manufacturers, assemblers and
sellers of electronic and electrical
products are mandated to set up
systems to take back the products
from consumers after the products’
end of life, and recycle them in an
environmentally safe manner under
the E-waste Rules.

The report rated the companies
based on their take-back systems,
information available to consumers
on how to return the products and the
number of collection centres in the
country.  It found that 17 out of 50
companies “have taken no action to
fulfill their responsibility under the
Rules,” a majority (11) among which
are primarily cell phone companies
including Blackberry, HTC,
Karbonn, Lemon, Maxx, Micromax
India, Olive, Xolo and Zen Mobile.

Another 15 companies have done
little to comply with the rules, the
report says.

Only seven companies – a mix of
national and multinational – were
found to have enough information
about e-waste management on their

websites, a take-back strategy and
centres for collecting obsolete
products. The remaining 11 stood
somewhere in between. Only four
companies out of the 50 considered
– Canon India, Lenovo, Nokia and
Onida – had more than 100 physical
collection points or drop-in centres
across the country; 31 companies had
none.

However, the State Pollution
Control Boards and Committees,
which have the right to cancel the
authorisation of companies for
failing to handle e-waste, miserably
failed to enforce the rules. They have
been toothless. No action has been
taken against the violators at any
point of time for many reasons one of
which is gross corruption among the
ranks of enforcement agencies.

e-Waste Management: Companies
flout norms while regulators look away
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The recent raid by the Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBI) on the
offices and residential premises of
several officers of the Medical
Council of India brought to light the
brazen corruption prevailing in the
MCI.

According to the probe agency,
the MCI gave permission for Dr
Somervell Medical College in Kerala
to carry out post graduation
admissions even after the prescribed
date.

Searches were conducted at the
offices and residential premises of
several officers of the MCI, including
those of additional secretary Dr
Prasanna Raj, deputy secretary
Anshu Sethi Bajaj and Dr Samson

Nessaih, principal of Dr Somervell
Medical College in
Thiruvananthapuram. 

Applications for Dr Somervell
Medical College were processed in
an illegal manner and they were
allocated seats after the due date
prescribed by the medical council.

Only a few days ago, two medical
colleges in Uttar Pradesh were raided
by the income tax department during
which unaccounted wealth and
incriminating documents were
recovered bringing to the fore
massive irregularities.

In 2010, Ketan Desai, former
president of MCI, was arrested on
charges of accepting money in lieu of
permission and there after medical
council was dissolved and
government had nominated board of
governors to run the council.

In 2001, high court in Delhi had
termed the council as the “Den of
corruption” and present health
minister Dr Harsh Vardhan too has
been calling the medical council a
corrupt institution.

CBI raids corrupt MCI
offices

CORRUPTION NEWS
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India's Mars Orbiter Spacecraftsuccessfully entered into an orbit
around planet Mars on September

24, 2014 by firing its 440 Newton
Liquid Apogee Motor (LAM) along
with eight smaller liquid engines.

The Liquid Engines firing
operation which began at 07:17:32
Hrs IST lasted for 1388.67 seconds
which changed the velocity of the
spacecraft by 1099 metre/sec. With
this operation, the spacecraft entered
into an elliptical orbit around Mars.

With the successful Mars Orbit
Insertion operation, ISRO has
become the fourth space agency to

successfully send a spacecraft to
Mars orbit. In the coming weeks, the
spacecraft will be thoroughly tested
in the Mars orbit and the systematic
observation of that planet using its
five scientific instruments would
begin.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was present at ISRO's Telemetry,
Tracking and Command Network
(ISTRAC) in Bangalore to witness
the important event.

The events related to Mars Orbit
Insertion progressed satisfactorily
and the spacecraft performance was
normal. The Spacecraft is now
circling Mars in an orbit whose
nearest point to Mars is at 421.7 km

and farthest point at 76,993.6 km. The
inclination of orbit with respect to the
equatorial plane of Mars is 150
degree, as intended. In this orbit, the
spacecraft takes 72 hours 51 minutes
51 seconds to go round the Mars
once.

Mars Orbiter Spacecraft was
launched on-board India's workhorse
launch vehicle PSLV on November
05, 2013 into a parking orbit around
the Earth. On December 01, 2013,
following Trans Mars Injection (TMI)
manoeuvre, the spacecraft escaped
from orbiting the earth and followed
a path that would allow it to
encounter Mars on September 24,
2014. 

Mangalyan
successful

MISSION MARS
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This may sound funny but the
government should
seriously consider setting up

a committee to make a case study
of Isro, and replicate its model for
other public agencies

Beyond all puns and word plays
on Twitter and elsewhere, writing
about the success of the Mars
Orbiter Mission (MOM) is a
challenge. It is rocket science, after
all. Yet, there are aspects of this
historic event beyond its
technology. That is why people
across the subcontinent are thrilled.
Pride in being Indian is
understandable at such moments.

The Indian space research
organisation (Isro) has indeed
succeeded in exceptional terms.
MOM was inserted into the Mars
orbit in the very first attempt – a
unique achievement for a country
(not counting the European
success). And this feat was
achieved with a shoestring budget
of about Rs 450 crore. Of course,
Isro has always been an outlier and
delivered results.

The country now has high
hopes from the moon mission
Chandrayaan-2. The fact that this is
not merely a show of technological
strength but about putting science
and technology ultimately in the
service of people – through better
management of environment –
makes it all the more heartening.

The MOM success is awe-

inspiring, and we run out of
adjectives to describe it – especially
for a country still perceived to be
the land of snake charmers. More
so, when this country’s educational
institutions do not find a place in
the list of top-300 from around the
world and most of its science and
technology institutions have little to
show in terms of performance.

The MOM budget is less than
even that of a Hollywood
blockbuster like Gravity, true, but it
makes sense: India’s spending on
education (around 3 percent of
GDP) and on science and

technology (around 1 percent)
would also not be much more than
the budget of a Hollywood studio.

If the oft-quoted character of
An Anthropologist from Mars
looks at the MOM, she would be
equally astounded by the paradox
of this success. In that sense, this is
as much a moment of pride and joy
as of humble introspection. How
come the country that can achieve
such a unique feat fails day in and
day out when it comes to providing
decent education and health care to
its citizens?

If a government-run

What ISro'S SuCCeSS WIth MISSIon
MarS Can teaCh other SeCtorS
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organisation, with all its
weaknesses of bureaucratic
decision-making, funds crunch and
so on, can deliver a miracle, what
about other public agencies that are
well funded and tasked to deliver
routine targets and not miracles?

This may sound funny but the
government should seriously
consider setting up a committee to
make a case study of Isro, and
replicate its model for other public
agencies. What makes Isro tick? Is
it the question of national pride that
puts its scientist and non-scientist
staff in mission mode?

Then, the task in the social
sector would be to first take note of
the national shame (former prime
minister Manmohan Singh’s
words) in having nearly every
second child malnourished. Is it the
paramount importance given to
talent and commitment of its
employees? Then ways need to be
found to better select and motivate
the staff of primary schools and
primary health centres who are
known to be largely missing.

There are umpteen number of
so-called mission mode projects,
which are, of course, not in the
mission mode. The Isro’s
experience so far in general and
with MOM in particular needs to be
replicated by the whole
government sector. That will not
provoke outpouring of national
pride and smart tweets, but then
greater good rarely makes banner
headlines.

Courtesty: Governancenow
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The number of Indian internet
users will reach close to 500
million people by 2018 with

the country expected to add close to
300 million internet users to the
online population, according to a
report.

The report published by
McKinsey & Company and
Facebook said, internet adoption in
India is showing steady growth, but
currently it is only 15%. Expansion
of mobile coverage, urbanization,
dropping data and device prices,
growing middle class and the
increasing utility of internet will
drive growth.

From 2008 to 2013, the country's
internet population has grown by
30% CAGR and by 2013, about 189
million Indians were online, the
report said.

Nearly a third of the non-internet
using population come from rural
areas, 43% of them are illiterate and
54% of them are female, said the
report published ahead of Facebook
co-founder Mark Zuckerberg's visit
to India this month.

During his visit to India,
Zuckerberg's will speak at the
Content and Usability Summit
hosted by Facebook-promoted
Internet.org. The report pointed out
that low income was one of the key
barriers to internet adoption.

"Our consumption basket
analysis revealed that even with the
low absolute prices of devices and
data plans compared with the rest of
the world, internet access in India
remains beyond the grasp of close to
950 million people," said the report
which assessed 25 countries.

India's literacy rate, at 62% is
also a barrier to internet adoption.
"Even if India's rural and illiterate
population were to gain access to
sufficient coverage, they would still
need to obtain basic literacy and
digital skills before they could
navigate the web," the report pointed
out. It also added that the lack of
infrastructure is another barrier to
internet adoption.

India’s online population to
touch 500 million by 2018

NET NEWS
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Indian intelligence agencies have
sounded a high alert after Al Qaeda
chief Ayman Al Zawahari announced
the formation of a wing in the Indian
subcontinent.

According to sources, the
potential targets could be Bangalore
airport and IT companies in the city,
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited in
Kanpur, and strategic installations in
Karnataka like the Kaiga Atomic
Power Plant and Tungbhadra power
plant, as well as Karwar port.

Intelligence sources say that the
specific reference to Kashmir,
Gujarat and Assam in the video
featuring Zawahiri is an indication of
Al Qaeda’s plans to launch terror
strikes using the Jamiat Qaedat al-
Jihad Fi Shibh al-Qarrat al-Hindiya,
or Al Qaeda in the Indian
Subcontinent.

“The announcement of the
formation of the new group Zawahari
himself indicates the importance,”
the sources said. Sheikh Asim Umar,
a Pakistani terror ideologue, is the
chief of the new wing of Al Qaeda,
while Osama Mahmoud is its
spokesman.

After the release of the video,
Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh
had said intelligence agencies were
working to establish its authenticity.
Now that the authenticity has been
established, the threat is being taken
seriously. The states had been asked
that all concerned be suitably briefed
and sensitised about the threat and
take all possible security precautions,

the sources said.
Before the Al Qaeda video

surfaced, intelligence inputs had
indicated that the network was
making in-roads into India. The
information gathered on the future
plans of Al Qaeda indicate the
mobilisation of its resources to carry
out terror strikes in India.

"We have identified certain areas
where Al Qaeda could push its
launch pads. Youth associated with
Indian Mujahideen (IM) and
Students Islamic Movement of India
(SIMI) could be soft targets for them.
We have alerted states to keep any
eye on such elements,” an
intelligence officer said.

Sources say areas in Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Karnataka, Kerala,
Gujarat and Maharashtra are prime
grounds for recruitment. Al Qaeda’s
propaganda arm Al Sahab recently
released a video titled “Why is there
no storm in your ocean” to motivate
potential recruits. The video had
speeches from terrorist leaders
asking youth from Delhi, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat and south
India to join the forces of global
jihad.

Intel sounds alert as
Al Qaeda draws up hit-list

TERROR THREAT
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52% of wildlife Population   decimated since 1970

THE NEWS BUREAU

Arecent report on wildlife
population suggests that a
global wildlife population

has shrunk by 52 percent between
1970 and 2010.

The report tracks population
changes in more than 10,000
vertebrate species. It also examines
consumption of goods and resources,
greenhouse gas emissions, natural
resource availability and other
bookmarks of humanity’s ecological
footprint.

The report was released by World
Wildlife Fund. It concludes that
humanity has left one massive

WILDER WOES
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footprint on wildlife populations.
“We are gradually destroying our
planet’s ability to support our way of
life,” said Carter Roberts, president
and CEO of World Wildlife Fund.
“We all live on a finite planet, and it
is time we started acting within those
limits.”

The report breaks wildlife
populations down into three major
categories: Terrestrial, freshwater
and marine. Terrestrial populations –
like elephants, tigers, lions and
rhinos – saw a 39 percent decline, as
did marine animals. Freshwater
animals – like frogs, salamanders,
shorebirds and non-marine aquatic
life – were hardest hit, with a
population decline of 76 percent.

Tropical regions have seen the
biggest wildlife declines
geographically, especially in the
Southern Hemisphere. The

Neotropical region that the report
says encompasses Central and South
America had animal populations in
2010 that were 83 percent smaller
than they were in 1970.

The report suggests, in large part,
it is all human fault. Threats spurred

by human development – including
exploitation, habitat degradation,
habitat loss, climate change and
pollution – account for 93 percent of
primary threats to wildlife around the
world, according to the World
Wildlife Fund report.

52% of wildlife Population   decimated since 1970
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A GOOD SAMARITAN
Inspired by the life and teachings of Swami Vivekananda, this young

entrepreneur from Vijayawada, the newest capital of new state of andhra
Pradesh, has been doing his bit as part of social responsibility.

FOCUS
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Born in 1977 in Vijayawada, V
Durga Prasad displayed
outstanding qualities of

character, devotion and talent all
through his childhood. He started
computer services business at a very
young age of 18, after completing his
diploma.

Subsequently he ventured into
sports garments business when he
started Akshaya Garments with 100
employees. Durga Prasad expanded
his computer business and named it
as Advanced Communication
Systems & Services and Advanced
Techpro Services Pvt Ltd.

His commitment and devotion to
business brought him success which
helped him open branches in
Vijayawada, Vizag, Ongole and
Hyderabad. About 50 employees
work for Durga Prasad’s computer
business.

Inspired by the life and teachings
of Swami Vivekananda, this young
entrepreneur made himself available

for service
activities too. As
Swami
Vivekananda said
education is the
manifestation of the
perfection already in man, Durga
Prasad strongly believes education is
not only collection of information,

but something more
meaningful.
He feels education

be man-making, life
giving and character

building. For him, education is
assimilation of noble ideas. With this
philosophy in mind, Durga Prasad
became the Correspondent for Sri
Ramakrishna Samithi in Vijayawada,
which is running ‘Vivekananda
School’.

This school provides education
for poor children at a very low cost.
Having nursery to 10th class, the
school has a total strength of about
400 students. Further, Durga Prasad
sponsored the expenses for four
engineering students and provides
free medicine for poor people.

Speaking to The News, the Good
Samaritan said, “I don't want to live
in the kind of world where we don't
help each other. Not just the people
that are close to us, but anybody who
needs a helping hand. I can't change
the way others think, or what they
choose to do, but I can do my bit.”  
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HelpAge India voices the
concerns of India’s elderly. It
protects their rights,

focusing on issues such as social
inclusion, health care etc., and
enables them to live with self-
fulfillment and dignity. Currently
there are 90 million (estimate)
elderly in the nation.

HelpAge was formed in 1977 by
Mr. Samson Daniel and was
registered in 1978. Its mission is to
work nationwide for the cause and
care of disadvantaged older persons
and to improve their quality of life.

Speaking to The News, Director
and AP State Head of the
organization, S Dass said, “HelpAge
India believes that the elderly have a
wealth of experience and knowledge

waiting to be tapped. It has been
working for the past 33 years towards
restoring them their self-confidence.”

The basic problems faced by the
elderly today are health, shelter and
economic insecurity. 33 % are below
the poverty line. Majority of them are
illiterate. More than financial and
medical problems they face
emotional problems.

As part of its health care projects

he is associated with helpage India for 24-long years in different capacities and
places. Currently, the director and state head for andhra Pradesh, S DaSS, has been

playing a crucial role in helping the needy with the assistance of  Mrinal Srikanth, 
Senior Manager of Greater hyderabad urbanage. 

Helping Aged Indians
since 37 years

FOCUS
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aimed at improving the quality of life
elderly, HelpAge India runs Mobile
Medicare Units, Eye Care, Physo
Care, Alzheimer Care, Cancer Care,
Palliative Care and Residential Care.

“HelpAge conducts more than
3000 cataract operations a year in
Andhra Pradesh alone, while physio
care services are provided in 12 state
capitals including Hyderabad,” Dass
said.

HelpAge launched ‘Sponsor A
Grandparent’ project under which
individual donors adopted nearly
15,000 people. The organization
partners with more than 200 rural and
urban based NGOs in 23 states of the
country to implement this project.

The organization also facilitates
the elderly in forming self help
groups for income generation
activities by way of providing
capital. It also works at rehabilitating
the elderly during disasters and
calamities by not only providing
them relief material but also by
providing long term sustainability
options.

HelpAge has over the years

worked hard towards providing the
elderly much needed relief during
disasters such as the Kashmir &
Gujarat earthquakes, Orissa floods,
Mizoram famine, the 2004 Tsunami
and most recently the Bihar and
Andhra Pradesh floods.

HelpAge has launched Helplines
for senior citizens in Chennai,
Shimla, Cuddalore, Hyderabad,

Vijayawada and Eluru @1253. These
serve as advice lines providing
information and help to older people
in distress. Helplines are also
functioning in Delhi (1800 – 180 -
1253) and Mumbai (1090) with more
in the pipeline.

Apart from this, HelpAge has a
strong nationwide school education
program which focuses on instilling
the right values in schoolchildren. It
promotes inter-generational bonding
by organizing several events with
schoolchildren and their
grandparents. Students are also
encouraged to visit old age homes
and spend time with the elderly.
HelpAge is currently working at
including “Value Education for Age
Care” in school curriculums, so that
children are sensitized towards the
elderly at an early stage.

Dass said, “HelpAge India is the
leading advocate for Older People's
rights. We speak up for India's 90
million (current estimate) grey
population to help them live with
dignity, independence and self-
fulfillment.”
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One of the most popular
cement brands in southern
India, Anjani Portland

Cement was started in 1999 and in
less than a decade, it has been
awarded the ‘Fastest Growing
Cement Company’ at Construction
World Annual Awards in 2009.

The genesis of Anjani was
inspired and motivated by the
pioneer in cement industry Dr B V
Raju, former chairman of Cement
Corporation of India, who has been
instrumental in the growth of cement
industry in India, especially Andhra
Pradesh.

Trained and sculpted by this
cement luminary, the architects of
APCL have built its organizational
structure on a very strong pedestal of
infrastructure, technology,
experienced human resource and
strong social commitment.

A take over of an ailing company
- Shez Cement Pvt Ltd - in 1999 by

K Vishnu Raju and others set the
beginning of the onerous journey to
the top. Starting with an initial
production capacity of 3 lakh tonnes
a year in 1999, the Company, with
added infrastructure and state of the
art technology, has increased its
production capacity to 12 lakh tonnes
per annum.

The plant has been set up at
Chinatalapalem village in Nalgonda
district in Telangana. The Company
has abundant mining reserves and the

quality of limestone at Anjani mines
is proved to be ‘the best’ in the
cement cluster of Nalgonda district.

With its exponential growth in
production and services, Anjani
Cement has captured the market in
Andhra Pradesh and competes with
the national players in the industry.
Anjani has now extended its reach to
Tamil Nadu, Odisha and Karnataka.
Anjani also entered its foray into the
markets of Maharashtra.

A team of highly qualified

King of Cement Industry
awarded as the fastest
growing cement industry,
anjani Portland Cement
limited, through a decade
of operations and 500+
dealers’ support, has
reached out to millions of
customers in andhra
Pradesh, karnataka, tamil
nadu, kerala,
Maharashtra and odisha.

FOCUS
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professionals work 24x7 to conduct
quality tests and analysis of raw
materials, intermediaries and
finished products, to ensure that
products are of the highest quality.
The laboratory is equipped with X
Ray Analyzer to regularly monitor
the mineral composition of materials.
Samples are also sent to independent
quality analysts for inspections and
to establish quality standards.

The management at Anjani has
brought to execution this novel idea
of Mobile Lab-Mobile Concrete
Solutions which consists of different
cement testing equipment-
Compressive Strength Testing

Machine, Vicat Apparatus, Non-
Destructive testing machine and
Slump Cone to test the quality and
the strength of cement and concrete
at construction sites.

The Company’s flagship brand
‘Anjani Super Gold’ PPC and OPC
43 and 53 grade is widely accepted
in the market and is most popular
within and outside the state of
Andhra Pradesh. This success led to
introduction of other innovative
products like Anjani Mix (cement
and dry sand mixture).

According to the management,
Anjani Powder Research Centre has
been a major initiative by Anjani
cement as part of its continuous
effort for perfection in production

and highest standards in quality. The
Centre was launched in November
2009 at BVRIT campus, Narsapur
and is fully equipped with the best of
testing facilities to conduct physical
and chemical analysis of cement
quality of brand Anjani vis-a-vis
other cement brands regularly, and to
continuously innovate and improve
our product quality.

Apart from being awarded the
“Fastest Growing Cement Company”
in India, Anjani Cement has been
receiving the environmental award
regularly from AP Pollution Control
Board for maintaining a Green and
Eco-friendly atmosphere at the plant

and surrounding areas.
As a responsible corporate,

Anjani cement has taken conscious
and decisive measures to develop
knowledge based society by
providing quality education for the
families of the employed and
neighboring villages. An innovative
venture – BV Raju Institute of
Cement Technology was initiated by
the company to train the rural youth
in cement technology and production
for potential employment in cement
industries.

The company also constructed
Smt. Sita Memorial School at
Anjanipuram near the factory in
2005 with intent to provide quality
primary and secondary education to

the children of our employees and
neighboring villages. Currently,
nearly 450 students are enrolled, and
are being happily educated from Pre-
primary to Class X.

Scholarships are given away to
deserving and meritorious students
from low income groups in the
surrounding villages. The Company
also encourages higher education by
sponsoring fees to meritorious
students and for admissions into
professional courses. Anjani
encourages talent by contributing to
the local youth associations and
assists the youth in various self-
employment schemes.

Further, Anjani Cement has
recently donated Rs.1.00 crore worth
of cement to the Government of
Andhra Pradesh for construction of
houses for the poor under the
“Indiramma Housing Scheme”.

Also, the Company regularly
contributes to the developmental and
welfare activities of 10 villages
surrounding the factory and supplies
cement at subsidized rates. The
company conducts medical camps
and has taken up construction of
various culverts, temples, churches,
construction and repair of roads,
drainage systems, bore wells and
supply of protected drinking water
etc. to ensure the welfare of the
populace.

The company also constructed Smt. Sita Memorial
School at Anjanipuram near the factory in 2005
with intent to provide quality primary and
secondary education to the children of our

employees and neighboring villages. Currently,
nearly 450 students are enrolled, and are being
happily educated from Pre-primary to Class X.
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Aloevera is cited as an exceptional healing
plant with an extensive history of use,
over centuries. Its fresh leaves serve as an

effective treatment for minor burns, abrasions and
cuts.

Aloe Vera gel, derived from the
“mucilaginous cells, contained inside the leaves,
is widely used in a variety of forms such as
lotions, moisturizers, cosmetics, and shampoos.

Aloe powder, derived from the tough outer
leaf of the plant, is a strong 'cathartic' consumed
internally as a cleanser, and often touted as a
treatment for a variety of conditions ranging from
liver disease to AIDS.

Clinical evidence supports many of the health
claims attributed to Aloevera and it is the most
impressive medicinal herb given by nature. 

The miracles of 
A loev e r a

Halts the growth of cancer tumors
Lowers high cholesterol
Repairs sludge blood and reverses sticky blood
Boosts the oxygenation of your blood
Eases inflammation and soothes arthritis pain
Protects the body from oxidative stress
Prevents kidney stones and protects the body from
oxalates in coffee and tea
Alkalizes the body, helping to balance overly acidic
dietary habits
Cures ulcers, IBS, Crohn's disease and other digestive
disorders
Reduces high blood pressure natural, by treating the
cause, not just the symptoms
Nourishes the body with minerals, vitamins, enzymes
and glyconutrients
Accelerates healing from physical burns and radiation
burns
Replaces dozens of first aid products, makes
bandages and antibacterial sprays obsolete
Halts colon cancer, heals the intestines and lubricates
the digestive tract
Ends constipation
Stabilizes blood sugar and reduces triglycerides in
diabetics
Prevents and treats candida infections
Protects the kidneys from disease
Functions as nature's own sports drink for electrolyte
balance, making common sports drinks obsolete
Boosts cardiovascular performance and physical
endurance
Speeds up recovery from injury or physical exertion
Hydrates the skin, accelerates skin repair

ALOEVERA OFFERS
FOLLOWING BENEFITS

M. Veera Raghavulu
MD, Farmwealth

Bio-tech

NATURE'S GIFT
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Navayuga Engineering
Company Limited is the
flagship entity of the

Navayuga Group. It stands out for its
ability to take up projects on Turnkey
basis that require end-to-end
engineering solutions, for nurturing
excellent relationships with financial
institutions worldwide, and for having

one of the largest equipment bases in
India.

Aided by highly skilled
professionals and cutting-edge
technology, the Group continues to
break new ground. NEC’s core ability
to deliver projects on time as well as
within budget has earned for itself
wide spread recognition and
accolades. With several Port Projects
tucked under its belt, the group is fast

emerging as the Specialist's
Specialist, poised to become the
largest Developer as well as the
largest Operator of Ports - the only
one of its kind in the country.

Navayuga Group stands tall as a
symbol of Chairman C Viswesvara
Rao’s far-sighted dynamism. His
forthright thinking and wise
maneuvers have helped in quickly
realizing the steep goals of the Group.

NAVAYUGA...
Engineering the New Era

the navayuga Group is a multi-dimensional corporate entity with
an extremely diversified portfolio that includes mammoth public

infrastructure in roads, bridges, metro rail, marine works, It/IteS
companies, ports, power projects and behemoth steel units.

FOCUS
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The group has some of the finest and
most experienced professionals in its
design, construction and project
management teams. The Navayuga
leadership consists of professionals
known for their highest degree of
engineering capabilities, managerial
skills and vast experience in
executing projects in the most rugged
terrains and in inhospitable
environment.

Incorporated in the year 1986
with it's main focus on the
construction of Pile foundation,
Diaphragm wall and Marine
structures like Berths, Wharves and
Jetties, NECL has grown multifold
adding expertise and capabilities in
the areas of special foundations, large
diameter bored piles and diaphragm
walls, tunneling ground improvement
techniques, industrial structures,
roads and bridges etc.

NECL's excellent track record in
the industry and efforts enabled it to
take up multi-disciplinary Turnkey
projects on EPC basis and
infrastructure facilities on Build, Operate & Transfer (B.O.T) and

Annuity process basis.
NECL is one of the few Indian

construction companies having the
specialized equipments and expertise
for the execution of bored cast in situ
piles of upto 3000mm in diameter and
75 meters in depth. NECL has
executed over 2,300,000 RM of
Bored Piles and 520,000 Sqm of RCC
Diaphragm Walls (Straight, angular, L
and T shaped) since inception.

NECL has constructed over
12,500 RM of Berthing Structures
covering most major ports in India out
of which more than 6000 RM were on
NECL's cost effective in-house
alternate design proposals.

NEC’s most valuable asset is
something off its Balance sheet - the
dedicated, efficient and qualified
workforce that mans huge pile of
equipment and scores of projects;

masterminded by a missionary and
visionary Management.

Navayuga's edge also comes from
its huge equipment arsenal. The
Company owns the latest equipment
for bored piles and diaphragm walls
among other construction needs.
NECL has largest number of
Hydraulic Piling Rigs in the country

As part of Corporate Social
Responsibility, NECL has built up
482 pucca houses with good roads and
drainage facilities in a short span of 18
months for the fishermen besides
giving them a very good
compensation package. It is also
ensuring regular supply of drinking
water and gas to these houses free of
cost. Schools, Hospitals and
Community Hall are also being set up
to enrich their lives. NEC will always
focus on CSR to uplift the rural
masses.
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Ever came across the word
geopathic stress? Well, it is
new to India. But there is a

need to know complete details about
it since it can play havoc in one’s life.

MEF Life Consultant, Dr K
Hariharanadha Raju says, geopathic
stress is generated due to earth’s
rotation on its axis. The presence of
geopathic stress drains out the energy
in a human being to such an extent

that the individual fails to effectively
combat it in his life. Geopathic stress
is a part of environmental problem
and very few people are aware about
it.

Dr Segu Krishna Ramesh, an
Indian by birth, settled in Dubai and

a Doctor by profession, successfully
invented an effective solution to this
devastating environmental stress that
Doctors usually do not pay much
attention while treating the patients,
Raju said. He named the solution
‘MEF Science & Technology. The

Get rid of geopathic stress
with MEF technology:

Dr Hariharanadha Raju

FOCUS
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inventor came up with health
products and also a device to
neutralize geopathic stress and Astro
cards to identify the negative
influences of the planets and live
trouble free life, says Raju.

According to Raju, the MEF
Device neutralises geopathic stress if
installed in a living or workplace.
Also, the MEF Astro Home Card is a
more personalized card that helps in
nullifying the negative effects of
planets for a particular individual and
correct vaastu doshas if any.

Raju claims that the MEF
Technology is the result of 40-years-
long research in Vedic Sciences. Any
normal product can be processed and
strengthened using the technology.
The company had introduced several
products processed with the
technology so as to suit the
requirements of individuals such as
overcoming health and career
oriented problems, money and
relationship problems etc.

DR K HARIHARANADHA RAJU
MEF Life Consultant, M/s. Krishna Sulochana Wellness Pvt Ltd.,
Master Franchisee of ‘Dr.Ramesh Potent Family’ (India & USA),

#B-10, Indian Airlines Colony, Opp. Police Lines,
Beside Intergraph & Mosque, Secunderabad-500003.

Website: www.mefindia.org. Email : harikallepalli@gmail.com
Mobile Numbers: +91-9885292624/ +91-9030629615

For personal appointments, Raju can be
contacted at the following address and on the

phone numbers mentioned below.

Dr K Hariharanadha Raju Dr S K Ramesh
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The Union Government has
approved launching of National
Ayush Mission (NAM) to address

gaps in health services in vulnerable
areas of the country.

The decision was taken in a meeting
of the Union Cabinet chaired by the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The
central government seeks to address gaps

in health services by
supporting the efforts
of the state
governments for
providing Ayush
health services and
education in the

Union Government
approves National
AYUSH Mission

MISSION AYUSH
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country through the
Ayurveda, Yoga and
Naturopathy, Unani,
Siddha and
Homoeopathy (Ayush)
mission.

The Mission will
help in the
improvement of
AYUSH education
through enhancement in
the number of upgraded
educational institutions, better
access to AYUSH services
through increase in number of
AYUSH hospitals and
dispensaries, availability of
drugs and manpower, providing
sustained availability of quality
raw material for AYUSH systems
of medicine and improving
availability of quality Ayurvedic,
Siddha, Unani and Homeopathy
(ASU&H) drugs through increase
in number of pharmacies, drug
laboratories and improved
enforcement mechanism of

ASU&H drugs.
India possesses an unmatched

heritage represented by its ancient
systems of medicine like

Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and
Homoeopathy, which are a
treasure house of knowledge
for preventive healthcare.

The positive features of
the Indian systems of
medicine such as diversity and
flexibility, accessibility,
affordability, a broad acceptance
by a large section of the general
public, comparatively lesser cost
and growing economic value, have
great potential to make them
providers of healthcare that the
large sections of our people need. 
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Hero to build factory in
Andhra Pradesh

THE NEWS BUREAU

Hero MotoCorp, India’s
biggest manufacturer of
motorcycles by volume, is

all set to build Rs 2,200 crore
factory in the state, its first plant in
south India. Hero has three
operational plants and one under
construction in the country. The

company has proposed to set up
another plant in Gujarat.

The plant is likely to come up
in Sri City, a special economic
zone in Chittoor district.
Multinationals such as PepsiCo
Inc., Cadbury India Ltd, Kellogg
Co. and Isuzu Motors Ltd are
building manufacturing facilities
in Sri City, co-promoted by private

equity investor C. Srinivasa Raju.
This will be the first big

investment in the new Andhra
Pradesh state after its separation
from Telangana. The state cabinet
has approved allocation of 600
acres to the two-wheeler
manufacturer. The plant will
produce 1.8 million vehicles
annually, reports suggested. 
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A dance troupe headed by Associate Professor Bhagavatula Sethuram
of Potti Sreeramulu Telugu University performed a Ballet titled
‘Sreenivasa Kalyanam’ at the Rabindranath Tagore Auditorium and
Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre, Mauritius.

A troupe of 26 artistes comprising M Vishnu Vandana, Vamsa
Vardhini, Tejaswini, Suresh and others – all disciples of Sethuram visited
Mauritius for giving performances between September 8 and 14, 2014.

The performance enthralled the audience, while the Mauritius Minister
of Arts and Culture Mookhesswur Choonee and Mahatma Gandhi Institute
Director Ramdass Ellayah praised Sethuram for the great composition of
the ballet.

The performance received loud applause from the audience who
said they were lucky to watch the ballet and felt they were in fact
watching Lord Sreenivasa in Mauritius.

The audience and the Mauritius government representatives praised
the artistes, who performed the ballet, particularly two artistes Vamsa
Vardhini and Vishnu Vandana.

The troupe has to its credit a number of performances – both national
and international – since 2009. 

Sethuram’s
disciples

mesmerize
audiences

DANCING DOLLS
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Microsoft Corp replaced its
unpopular Windows 8 with
‘Windows 10’, skipping a

number to mark a leap toward
unifying the way people work on
tablets, phones and traditional
computers.

Terry Myerson, Microsoft's head
of operating systems, said at an event
in San Francisco, “Windows 10 will
be our greatest enterprise platform
ever." It may be recalled only 20
percent of organizations migrated to
Windows 8, which was released two
years ago, according to tech research
firm Forrester. Many PC users
disliked the touch-optimized interface
and bemoaned the loss of the
traditional start-button pop-up menu.

He said Windows 10, long known
by the project name 'Threshold'
internally, represented a new type of
system for the company, as it seeks to
unify computing as mobile devices
proliferate. The name represented that
leap, he said.

"Windows 10 adapts to the
devices customers are using, from
Xbox to PCs and phones to tablets
and tiny gadgets," said Myerson.

Microsoft faces an uphill struggle
in reigniting excitement about
Windows. With the rise of Apple Inc's
iPhone and iPad and Google Inc's
Android devices, Windows no longer
plays a central role in many people's
on-screen lives.

From a virtual monopoly on
personal computing 10 years ago,
Windows now runs only about 14
percent of devices, according to
research firm Gartner. Reaction to the
news was cautious. Microsoft shares
fell 8 cents to $46.36 on Nasdaq.

"It's a bold statement for
Microsoft to make," said Daniel Ives,
an analyst at FBR Capital Markets.
"So far there's not as much meat on
the bone as we would have wanted,
although it's still very early days."

An early version of the software,
demonstrated on stage by Microsoft
executive Joe Belfiore, showed two
modes, one optimized for touch-

controlled tablets, and one for PCs
using a mouse and keyboard. Users
can switch between the two
depending on the device.

Myerson did not say exactly how
or when the new Windows would be
rolled out, but other executives said
Microsoft was aiming for a full
release in spring 2015. A technical
preview can be downloaded from
Microsoft's website, starting on
Wednesday, for users to try out and
give the company feedback.

"They were trying to start the
messaging for a product that won’t
actually ship until sometime around
the middle of next year," said Gartner
analyst Steve Kleynhans at the
event. "This was to tell the PC
installed base that there is a future
and it doesn’t have to be covered

Microsoft names next OS
BUSINESS NEWS
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over in brightly colored tiles, or force
them to abandon everything they’ve
learned over the past 15 years."

Myerson said his team toyed with
calling the new product Windows
One to emphasize the unity of all the
companies' products, but noted that
name had already been used. =s z `s t
line-height:115%;font-family:"Times
New Roman","serif"'>"I feel really
happy. This is my first competition
after the London Olympics. I
performed very well in the ring. "I
have sacrificed a lot. I have only
focused on training. I want to give
this medal to my country," she said.

On the other hand, another boxer,

Laishram Sarita Devi landed in
trouble after she refused to accept the
medal. When the medal presenter
came to put the bronze medal around
her neck, she vehemently refused.
Instead she accepted it in her hands.
The guest then presented the silver
medal to the woman who had
benefited from the injustice dealt out
to Sarita by the judges the previous
day - South Korea’s Park Ji-Na - and
the gold to China’s Junhua Yin.

As the Chinese national anthem
blared out and the national flags went
up, Sarita kept sobbing. Suddenly,
Sarita walked up to Park, hugged her
and garlanded her with the bronze
medal. Then she walked off.

Park did not know how to react to
this strange situation. On being
needled by the Korean media, Park
said: “I was embarrassed at being
given the bronze medal by Sarita.”

Park then left the bronze medal on
the podium as all the remaining
medallists walked out. With no
official in sight, a volunteer rushed to
pick up the bronze and take it to the
officials. There was a silence in the
offices of the international boxing
body (AIBA) and the Incheon
tournament organisers, as they had
never seen a situation like this.

The drama did not end there.
Sarita refused to attend the

subsequent press conference, and
walked outside to her husband Thoiba
Singh. Once again, Sarita cried like a
child. She paid the protest fee of $500
by borrowing some of the money
from an Indian media gentleman.

The chef-de-mission of the Indian
contingent, Adille Sumariwala,
refused to comment on the episode.
All he said was that his deputy,
Kuldip Vats, was present at the
boxing arena when the original
incident happened.

“We have sought a report from
Indian Olympic Association on
Sarita’s case. Let them give a detailed
report and we will take further steps,”
sports minister Sarbananda Sonowal
said.

Even as Sarita kept repeating that
she had been cheated and felt let
down by the officials. a press release
from AIBA said that disciplinary case
has been opened against her.  

Quoting AIBA technical delegate
David Francis, the release said: “The
whole incident looked like a well
planned scenario by her and her team,
and it is regretful to watch a boxer
refuse the medal regardless of what
happened in the competition. In this
regard, as the technical delegate, I had
to request OCA to review this
incident, so any boxer or athlete in
other sports will not follow in her
footsteps by respecting the spirit of
fair-play and sportsmanship of the
Olympic Movement.”

It went on to add: “AIBA has
already proceeded its Disciplinary
Action Process to review this case,
and the decision will be made
immediately after the Asian Games.”
But Sarita remained unperturbed.

“I am ready to sacrifice anything
for Indian athletes. I don’t want more
sportspersons from India to suffer,
nor am I scared of any ban. I am a
boxer, and if people can’t understand
my feelings, I am sorry,” she said.
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India finished its campaign in the17th Asian Games with a total
haul of 57 medals – 11 gold, nine

silver and 37 bronze. The medal tally
placed the nation eight on the table
while China continued to be at the top
with an impressive haul of 329 (145-
103-81) followed by hosts South

Korea 222 (75-70-77) and Japan 190
(46-72-72).

The medal tally was well below
India's expectation as they had
managed a haul of 65 -- 14 gold, 17
silver and 34 bronze -- in the previous
edition of the Games in Guangzhou.

It was Mary Kom, who brought
laurels for the nation. She won the
women’s flyweight gold medal at the

Asian Games.
Kom came from behind to beat

Kazakhstan's Zhaina Shekerbekova
on a split decision in the 51-kilogram
division.

Her win provided India with its
first gold medal in the ring at Incheon
after her team mate Sarita Devi lost a
disputed decision in the lightweight
division.

INDIA PLACED 8TH

IN MEDAL TALLY

Asian Games:

SPORTS NEWS
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Devi lodged a protest after the
judges ruled that she had lost her
semi-final to South Korea's Park Ji-
na on Tuesday. At Wednesday's
medal presentation, Devi broke down
in tears and refused to wear the
bronze medal she was presented with.

"I was disappointed with the
judges' decision on Sarita," Mary
Kom said. "Unfortunately, it happens



The News You Like | October 201450

sometimes, since I started boxing. We
were really upset, but next time, we’ll
do much better. I don’t think Sarita
failed the trial. That motivated me to
perform better and I was more
challenged. I tried hard to prove who
I am."

Mary Kom, a five-time world
champion and Olympic bronze
medallist, had to dig deep to beat
Shekerbekova, who held her own in
the opening round but was unable to
hold off the Indian after that.

Mary Kom's win was her first at
the Asian Games after she finished
with bronze four years ago and her
first major title in more than two
years after she took a break to have
her third child.

When she started out in boxing,
Mary Kom kept it a secret from her
parents and it was only when her
picture appeared in a newspaper that

she confessed she was a fighter. But
success came quick and she emerged
as the face of the campaign to get
women's boxing into the Olympics,
returning to the ring and winning two
world titles after she had taken time
out to start a family.

Now 31, Kom is showing no

signs of slowing down, targetting
gold at the 2016 Rio Olympics,
despite juggling motherhood with the
demands of training and competing.
When travelling for tournaments, she
calls her children every night before
they go to bed and returns home with
toys to make up for her time away.

SPORTS NEWS
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"I feel really happy. This is my
first competition after the London
Olympics. I performed very well in
the ring. "I have sacrificed a lot. I
have only focused on training. I want
to give this medal to my country," she
said.

On the other hand, another boxer,
Laishram Sarita Devi landed in
trouble after she refused to accept the
medal. When the medal presenter
came to put the bronze medal around
her neck, she vehemently refused.
Instead she accepted it in her hands.
The guest then presented the silver
medal to the woman who had
benefited from the injustice dealt out
to Sarita by the judges the previous
day - South Korea’s Park Ji-Na - and
the gold to China’s Junhua Yin.

As the Chinese national anthem
blared out and the national flags went
up, Sarita kept sobbing. Suddenly,
Sarita walked up to Park, hugged her
and garlanded her with the bronze
medal. Then she walked off.

Park did not know how to react to
this strange situation. On being
needled by the Korean media, Park
said: “I was embarrassed at being
given the bronze medal by Sarita.”

Park then left the bronze medal on
the podium as all the remaining
medallists walked out. With no
official in sight, a volunteer rushed to
pick up the bronze and take it to the
officials. There was a silence in the
offices of the international boxing
body (AIBA) and the Incheon
tournament organisers, as they had
never seen a situation like this.

The drama did not end there.
Sarita refused to attend the
subsequent press conference, and
walked outside to her husband Thoiba
Singh. Once again, Sarita cried like a
child. She paid the protest fee of $500
by borrowing some of the money
from an Indian media gentleman.

The chef-de-mission of the Indian

contingent, Adille Sumariwala,
refused to comment on the episode.
All he said was that his deputy,
Kuldip Vats, was present at the
boxing arena when the original
incident happened.

“We have sought a report from
Indian Olympic Association on
Sarita’s case. Let them give a detailed

report and we will take further steps,”
sports minister Sarbananda Sonowal
said.

Even as Sarita kept repeating that
she had been cheated and felt let
down by the officials. a press release
from AIBA said that disciplinary case
has been opened against her.  

Quoting AIBA technical delegate
David Francis, the release said: “The
whole incident looked like a well
planned scenario by her and her team,
and it is regretful to watch a boxer
refuse the medal regardless of what
happened in the competition. In this
regard, as the technical delegate, I had
to request OCA to review this
incident, so any boxer or athlete in
other sports will not follow in her
footsteps by respecting the spirit of
fair-play and sportsmanship of the
Olympic Movement.”

It went on to add: “AIBA has
already proceeded its Disciplinary
Action Process to review this case,
and the decision will be made
immediately after the Asian Games.”
But Sarita remained unperturbed.

“I am ready to sacrifice anything
for Indian athletes. I don’t want more
sportspersons from India to suffer,
nor am I scared of any ban. I am a
boxer, and if people can’t understand
my feelings, I am sorry,” she said.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Barack Obama
agreed to make “joint and

concerted efforts” to dismantle safe
havens for terror and criminal
networks like LeT, JeM, D-company,
Al-Qaeda and Haqqani network.

In their first Summit meeting
spread over two hours at the White
House, the two leaders also agreed
that the two countries will take steps
to disrupt financial and tactical
support to these terror outfits.

After the meeting between Modi
and Obama, officials made it clear
that India was not going to join “any
coalition” in fight against terrorism
in West Asia. Likewise, they clarified
that a trilateral partnership agreed on
Afghanistan, would be
developmental in nature and not
military cooperation.

They also said that the “joint and
concerted efforts” on dismantling
safe havens for terrorist groups and
criminal networks do not mean that
India and the US were going to
launch operations but carry out any
UN-mandated task.

Modi and Obama, whose
discussions covered a broad range of
issues including cooperation in
defence, security, energy economic
and space, took a significant decision
to break the impasse on
implementation of civil nuclear deal.

“We are serious about resolving
issues on both sides in civil nuclear
energy cooperation. This is important

InDIa, uS aGree for joInt effort
aGaInSt terror netWorkS

STRATEGIC PARTNERS
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to India for meeting energy security
needs,” Modi said.

An inter-agency contact group
will be set up to address the issues of
liability, administrative and technical
issues. From the Indian side,
agencies like DAE, MEA and
Finance Ministry will be involved.

“We are setting up an inter-
agency contact group to be able to
resolve all issues that are outstanding
and hindering the rapid deployment
of US-origin nuclear reactors in
India, that includes by liability, it
includes administrative issues and it
includes technical issues,” Vikram
Doraiswami, Joint Secretary
(Americas), in the MEA, told
reporters while briefing on the
meeting between Modi and Obama.

Doraiswamy said while India was
not going to join any coalition
against terrorism, the two sides had
agreed on the need to deal with
“travellers of terrorism” —
radicalised people who travel for
participating in terror activities in
West Asia.

As the two leaders covered a
broad range of issues including
economic cooperation, trade and
investment, Modi made it a point to
seek continued openness and ease of

access for Indian services companies
to the US market.

The two countries also reached
an agreement on extending their
defence cooperation for 10 more
years, and Modi invited American
companies to participate in the Indian
defence manufacturing sector.

The discussions, the first formal
meeting between the two leaders
spread over delegation and restricted
levels, covered terrorism in South
Asia and emerging threats in West
Asia. Modi expressed the hope that
India-US relations will make fast
progress.

“Both of us are committed taking
forward the civil nuclear partnership
agreement. We are serious about
resolving at the earliest issues
relating to civil nuclear energy
cooperation. This is important for
India for meeting energy security
needs,” he said.

The Indo-US nuclear deal
concluded between the previous
Manmohan Singh government and
the Bush Administration has been
stalled because of issues relating to
liability laws.

Obama said the two leaders had
discussed various issues including
trade and economic cooperation, and

cooperating in the exploration of
space and scientific developments,
especially to deal with challenges
like Ebola.

Modi had an open discussion on
the WTO (World Trade
Organisation) issue with Obama
during their summit talks, where a
host of other topics including the
economy were also discussed.

India took a tough stand on the
food security issue at the WTO
Geneva talks in July. The country
refused to ratify WTO’s Trade
Facilitation Agreement (TFA), which
is dear to the developed world,
without any concrete movement in
finding a permanent solution to its
public food stock-holding issue for
food security purposes.

It has asked WTO to amend the
norms for calculating agri-subsidies
in order to procure foodgrain from
farmers at minimum support price
and sell that to poor at cheaper rates.
The current WTO norms limit the
value of food subsidies at 10 per cent
of the total value of foodgrain
production.

During his five day US visit,
Modi invited Obama to visit India at
a convenient time, which has been
accepted by the White House. 
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Israeli strikes
leave 20% population
of Gaza with mental

health problems

AGONIES OF WAR
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One in five people living in
Gaza Strip suffer from
mental health problems that

need professional care because there
is not a single family in Gaza that has
not personally experienced death,
injury and the loss of their home.

The recent Israeli military strikes
against Palestinians, that lasted for
about 50 days have taken a heavy toll
on Gaza’s children, suggest various
media reports.

About 3.6 lakh people of Gaza
are suffering a range of mental health
challenges after the recent conflict,
says Dyaa Saymah, a WHO mental
health officer for Gaza.

Even before Gaza’s most recent
crisis, its mental health system was
having trouble meeting demand.
During the air strikes by Israel, a few
of the centers were also left
unoperational as the doctors could
not return to work.

Pernilla Ironside, chief of the UN
Children's Fund (UNICEF) says,
“There is not a single family in Gaza
which has not personally
experienced death, injury, the loss of
their home, extensive damage and
displacement.”

Armed conflicts cause significant
levels of depression and post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). On
an average, 17 per cent of an affected
population will suffer symptoms of
depression, and 15 per cent will
experience PTSD, says WHO.

According to a report published
in Press TV, a number of Gazan
children have had the devastating
experience of witnessing the use of
incredibly damaging weapons that
sliced people with terrible
amputations or shredded the bodies
of their parents and loved ones.

The priority now is to assess the
impact the conflict has had on Gaza’s
mental health services and to scale up
the services rapidly, says Saymah. 

about 3.6 lakh
people of Gaza are
suffering a range
of mental health
challenges after

the recent
conflict, says Dyaa

Saymah, a Who
mental health

officer for Gaza.
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Ayagya is a means of direct
interaction with the positive
forces in creation. Vedas

abound with descriptions of yagyas
performed by the rishis and munis to
energise the manifested creation.
Devs and devis would come to be a
part of such yagyas.

Asurs and daityas would also
come…to disturb them, creation
being a balance of the two forces,
positive and negative. Even in the
times when Rishi Agastya and
Vishvamitra were in the body, there
existed negativity, asurs tried to
disrupt the yagyas and havans
performed by these rishis. Ram and
Lakshman went with Rishi
Vishvamitra to protect one such
yagya.

Asurs are known to disrupt
havans and create obstruction in
invocation of daivic forces. That is
the nature of an asur. The nature of a
human being is to aid the positive
forces, the devs and devis, by
protecting the havans for the peace
and prosperity of one’s home,
surroundings and creation at large.

If someone is preventing you
from doing a havan then that person’s
asuric side is predominant - a good
way to check someone else’s and
your own nature. There exists
positive and negative in every aspect
of creation. There is no body or place
or time period, that can be called all
positive or all negative. Some have
more positive, some more negative.

A glowing and radiant body

indicates dominance of positive, an
ageing and diseased body is a
symptom of increased negativity.
Similarly a pollution free
environment is an indicator of
positivity while deteriorating
surroundings point towards a higher
proportion of negativity. Satyug was
the time when devs and devis and
rishis and munis would roam about

YAGYA Purifies
Environment

YOGI ASHWINI

SPIRITUAL NEWS
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freely on earth, since the positivity
was at its peak.

The present times, the times of
kaliyug, are times of heightened
negativity and so, subtler energies
like yogis and gurus are rare to find
in the body, and devs and devis can
only be accessed in their subtle forms
by invoking positive aspect of
creation through certain yogic
practices and acts of charity and
service. Sanatan Kriya details the
amazing science of yagyas as given
by the vedic rishis to induce
positivity in the body as well as
surroundings. The practice involves
making oblations to fire along with
specific chants.

The fire having the ability of
transformation can transform the
physical into the subtle and the
mantras have the ability to manifest
the ability and power of devas in the
physical world and also have the
power and ability to control nature
and normal human physical lives. At
the beginning of a yagya, a sankalp
is made which indicates the purpose
for which the yagya is conducted.

Then the avahan (invocation) of
specific devs and devis is done
requesting them to bless the yagya. A
yagya performed under the sanidhya
of a Guru, with purity of thought,
ingredients and the correct chants,
has the effect of completely changing
the environment – the weather
changes, air becomes fragrant, birds
perch on the trees around, there is
peace and stillness within and outside
and diseases disappear – these are all
indicators of warding off negativity
and manifestation of positive forces
in creation. Sadhaks at Dhyan
Ashram routinely conduct such
yagyas for purity of homes,
environment and body, the
manifestations are witnessed and
recorded and their effects felt by one
and all. To quote a recent example, at
the end of five day yagya performed
by the sadhaks of Dhyan Ashram, a
71 year old man who had been
advised to be put on the ventilator by
the doctors, reported regaining health
without even visiting a hospital.

The yagya invoked the specific
energy of maha-mrityunjai ji, which

along with gayatri mantra, forms a
part of the Sanjeevani Vidya as
possessed by Shukracharya. The
gyan of the complete vidya is lost in
the kaliyug. Another special kind of
yagya is the agnihotra, which is
performed at the time of sunrise and
sunset, the prime chant being “idan
na mam” (all this is not mine,
indicating detachment).

Exactly at the time of sunset and
sunrise, a specific shade of the sun’s
prana is awaited and as it appears the
yagya starts. The entire yagya is
normally completed in a minute or
two. It is essential for everyone to
perform agnihotra as it gives you
fearlessness, longevity and ability to
control the elements. If you want to
know whether the yagya was
performed properly or not, just watch
the yagya-agni at the time of purna-
ahuti. You will be able to see the
form of dev/devi if the invocations
were successful. However, one need
to be careful of not getting attached
to manifestations, focus should be on
the yagya. 

Courtesty: Dhyan Foundation
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BATHUKAMMA CELEBRATED
WITH POMP AND GAIETY

bathukamma, the floral festival of telangana has been celebrated with much
pomp and show as the newly formed telangana state announced it as state
festival. the festival was officially celebrated in all the government offices and
the arrangements for culmination of the festival were made by the government
this time. the festival began September 24 and culminated on october 2

bathukamma represents cultural spirit of telangana. bathukamma is a
beautiful flower stack, arranged with different seasonal flowers most of them
with medicinal values, in seven concentric layers in the shape of temple
gopuram. In telugu, ‘bathukamma' means ‘Mother Goddess come alive’ and
Goddess Maha Gauri-‘life Giver’ is worshipped in the form of bathukamma –
the patron goddess of womanhood, Maha Gauri Devi.

TELANGANA NEWS
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